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ORIGIN & HISTORY

From Imperial Gift to Eternal Ruin
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The Colosseum, originally known as the Amphitheatrum
Flavium, stands as the ultimate testament to Roman
engineering and imperial propaganda. Commissioned by
Emperor Vespasian in 70 AD, its construction began on the
site of Nero's artificial lake, transforming a symbol of
tyrannical excess into a gift for the people. The massive
elliptical structure, measuring 189 meters long and 156
meters wide, was designed to accommodate between 50,000
and 80,000 spectators, effectively concentrating an entire city
within a single building. It was not merely a venue for
entertainment but a political tool to unify the populace under
the Flavian dynasty, showcasing the empire's wealth and
organizational prowess through complex logistics and grand
spectacles.

Completed under the reign of Titus in 80 AD, the
amphitheater’s inauguration was marked by 100 days of
games, including the spectacular naumachiae or naval battles.
To achieve this, the arena floor was removed, and the
hypogeum was sealed to allow water to flood the space,
reenacting famous sea battles like the Battle of Corinth. This
hydraulic feat demonstrated the sophisticated engineering of
the Roman aqueducts and the sheer scale of imperial ambition.
The structure itself features four superimposed architectural

orders, with the first three adorned by arches framed by half-
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columns, while the fourth level, the attic, supported the
velarium, a massive canvas awning that protected spectators
from the scorching Roman sun.

Over centuries, the Colosseum evolved from a pagan
spectacle into a symbol of Christian martyrdom and medieval
resilience. After the abolition of gladiatorial games in 438 AD,
the building fell into disuse and was repurposed as a fortress, a
quarry for building materials, and even a sanctuary. The
devastating earthquake of 1349 stripped away the outer wall
on the south side, leaving the ruinous silhouette we recognize
today. Stones were systematically removed to construct other
Roman landmarks, including St. Peter’s Basilica, yet the
monument’s sheer mass ensured its survival. Its enduring
presence became a symbol of Rome’s eternal nature, famously
captured in the epigram: "As long as the Colosseum stands,
Rome will stand; when the Colosseum falls, Rome will fall;

when Rome falls, the world will fall."

The name "Colosseum" itself is a medieval corruption derived
from the Colossus of Nero, a giant bronze statue of the
emperor that once stood nearby. Originally representing
Nero, the statue was later modified to depict the sun god Sol,
reflecting the shifting religious tides of the empire. Today, the
site remains a powerful icon of Italian identity, appearing on
the 5 euro cent coin and serving as the backdrop for the
Pope’s Way of the Cross procession every Good Friday. This
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fusion of pagan antiquity and Christian tradition highlights the
Colosseum’s unique role in history, bridging millennia of
human experience, from blood-soaked arenas to solemn
religious rites.
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THE EXPERIENCE

Stepping through the entrance, you are immediately struck by the sheer verticality of the stone walls, rising like a canyon
around you. The air is thick with history, carrying the faint scent of dust and ancient travertine. Sunlight filters through the
remaining arches, casting dramatic shadows across the worn steps where millions of feet have trodden for two thousand
years. The silence here is profound, broken only by the distant hum of modern Rome, creating a surreal contrast between
the bustling city and the frozen drama of the past. You can almost hear the roar of the crowd, the clash of swords, and the
roar of beasts, imagining the chaos and spectacle that once filled this space.

As you ascend the tiers, the perspective shifts, revealing the intricate oval geometry of the arena below. The worn marble
seats, some still bearing the inscriptions of the original social classes, invite you to sit and reflect on the hierarchy of Roman
society. From the upper levels, the view extends to the Palatine Hill and the Roman Forum, contextualizing the
amphitheater within the heart of the ancient city. The experience is visceral; you are not just observing ruins but standing in
the very theater of life and death, where the fate of emperors and gladiators was decided. It is a place where the boundary
between past and present dissolves, leaving you with a profound sense of timeless human drama.
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PREPARING FOR YOUR VISIT

Practical Information
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ADDRESS

Rione X Colonna - Metro: Colosseo (Line B, direct exit) or
Termini (Lines A/B, 15 min walk)

OPENING HOURS

Hours vary by season and school holidays. Check the official
website before coming; early closure is common in winter.

PRICES

Children free depending on age (check variants). {promo}.

VISIT DURATION

Allow 1h30 for the standard tier circuit. Plan for 2h30 to 3h if
you choose the Full Experience option (arena and hypogeum)
and include the Roman Forum and Pala

PHOTOS

Photography is allowed for personal use. The best angle is
from the second level of the tiers. The use of tripods or drones
is strictly prohibited without speci

AUDIENCE

Suitable for all audiences, but access to the underground and
arena involves stairs and uneven floors. Not recommended
for people with severe mobility difficult
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LOCALISATION

Ou se trouve the Colosseum ?
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ORGANIZATION

Organization

Niveau O (Arena & Hypogeum)

The arena floor is where the action took place, with wooden boards once covering the sand. Below lies the hypogeum,
a complex network of tunnels, cages, and elevators used to bring gladiators and animals to the surface. This level
offers the most immersive experience, allowing you to stand where the gladiators fought and see the mechanisms of
the spectacles.

Niveau 1 & 2 (Seating Tiers)

The first and second levels feature the seating areas, or cavea, divided by social class. The lower seats were reserved
for the elite, while the upper tiers accommodated the general public. Walking here, you can appreciate the
architectural details of the arches and the inscriptions on the marble seats, which indicate the original seating
arrangements.

Niveau 3 & 4 (Upper Galleries)

The upper levels offer panoramic views of the arena and the surrounding city. The third level features the attic, which
supported the velarium, while the fourth level provides access to the exterior walls. From here, you can see the scale
of the amphitheater and its relationship with the Roman Forum and Palatine Hill.

ACCESSIBILITY

Accessibility for people with reduced mobility

Wheelchair access available with elevators and dedicated entrances; advance booking required.

Families

Family-friendly site, but beware of the heat and uneven floors for young children.

£3 Audio guide
French, English, Spanish
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SELECTION

Unmissable Moments in the Amphitheater

Ground Level
The Arena Floor

Stand where the gladiators fought and imagine the roar of the crowd. The wooden floor is gone, but the sand remains, evoking

the blood-soaked history of the games. This is the most emotional part of the visit, offering a direct connection to the past.

% Thesand, or harena, was used to absorb blood and prevent slipping, a practical detail that highlights the brutality of the
spectacles.

Underground
The Hypogeum

Explore the labyrinth of tunnels and cages below the arena. This area reveals the complex logistics of the games, with elevators
and traps used to surprise spectators. It is a fascinating glimpse into the engineering prowess of the Romans.

% The hypogeum was destroyed by fire in 217 AD, but the remaining structures offer a clear view of the mechanisms used to raise

animals and scenery.

Level 2
The Second Tier View

This is the best angle for photos, offering an impressive interior perspective of the oval structure. The view captures the scale of
the amphitheater and the intricate details of the arches, making it a favorite spot for photographers.

% The second tier was reserved for the equites, or equestrian class, highlighting the social hierarchy of Roman society.

Attic Level
The Velarium Supports

Look up to see the holes in the attic level where the velarium was supported. This massive canvas awning protected spectators
from the sun, a crucial feature in the hot Roman climate. It demonstrates the attention to comfort and detail in Roman

architecture.

% Thevelarium was operated by sailors from the Misenum fleet, who were skilled in handling ropes and sails.
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Podium Level

The Imperial Box

Locate the Podium, where the emperor and his family sat. This elevated platform offered a clear view of the arena and was

decorated with marble and statues. It symbolizes the power and authority of the imperial family.

% The emperor could signal the fate of a gladiator by thumb gestures, a gesture that has become iconic in popular culture.

Exterior
The Entrance Arches

The exterior arches are adorned with travertine stone, a durable material that has withstood centuries of weathering. The

arches are framed by half-columns in different orders, showcasing the architectural elegance of the building.

¢ The arches were numbered with bronze plaques, which were later stolen, leaving behind the empty sockets we see today.

Nearby

The Palatine View

From the Palatine Hill, you can see the Colosseum in its full context, surrounded by the ruins of the imperial palaces. This

elevated perspective helps you understand the spatial relationship between the amphitheater and the heart of the city.

¢ The Palatine Hill was the residence of the emperors, making it a strategic location for the amphitheater, close to the seat of

power.

Arena

The Good Friday Procession

Every Good Friday, the Pope leads a torchlight procession through the Colosseum, linking pagan antiquity to Christianity. This
event symbolizes the conversion of Rome and the enduring presence of faith in the heart of the city.

% The procession commemorates the martyrdom of Christians who were killed in the arena, transforming the site into a place of

pilgrimage.
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TIPS

Essential Tips for an Unforgettable Visit

TIMING

Arrive 30 minutes early to avoid long queues. Morning slots
are less crowded and offer a more serene experience.

BILLET

Book the 'Full Experience' ticket in advance to access the
arena and hypogeum. These tickets sell out quickly.

PARCOURS

Visit the Roman Forum first, as it is exposed to the sun. Then,

enjoy the shade of the Colosseum in the afternoon.

PHOTO

The best photo angle is from the second tier, offering a clear
view of the arena and the arches.

PAUSE

Take a break in the Monti District for lunch. It is close by and
offers authentic Roman cuisine away from tourist traps.

ENFANTS

Bring water and a hat for children. The site is large and
exposed, so hydration and sun protection are essential.

AUDIOGUIDE

The audioguide is highly recommended, especially for
understanding the logistics of the games. It is available in
multiple languages.

4

CONFORT

Wear comfortable sneakers. The floors are uneven and the
steps are worn, making heels or open sandals impractical.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

FAQ

I Do I need to book Colosseum tickets in advance?
Yes, booking is mandatory and strongly recommended well in advance. The site can only accommodate 3,000 people simultaneously,
which creates queues of 2 to 3 hours in high season without a ticket. Book online to guarante

I What is the difference between the standard ticket and the 'Full Experience' ticket?
The standard ticket gives access to the seating tiers and upper galleries, offering a panoramic view of the arena. The 'Full Experience'
ticket includes access to the arena floor and the underground (hypogeum), often wit

I Is access to the underground (hypogeum) included in the ticket?

No, access to the hypogeum is @@HTMLO@@not included in the standard ticket. It requires the purchase of a specific 'Full Experience'
ticket or a specialized guided tour. Availability is limited and subject to safety cons

I Is the Colosseum accessible to people with reduced mobility?

Yes, the site is accessible to people with reduced mobility thanks to specific entrances and elevators. However, it is imperative to book in
advance indicating your accessibility needs. Routes can be adapted, but some pa

I How long does it take to visit the Colosseum?

Allow about 1h30 for the standard circuit of the seating tiers. For the complete circuit including the arena and the hypogeum, plan for
2h30 to 3h. If you add the Roman Forum and Palatine Hill (often included in the comb

DID YOU KNOW?

Anecdotes & curiosities

The Naval Battles The Name Colosseum

The arena could be flooded for naumachiae, reenacting The name comes from the Colossus of Nero, a giant statue
famous sea battles. This hydraulic feat was possible due to nearby. It was not originally called the Colosseum, but the
the complex system of channels and pumps, showcasing Amphitheatrum Flavium.

Roman engineering.

Medieval Quarry The Way of the Cross
The Colosseum was stripped of its stones to build other Every Good Friday, the Pope walks the site, linking pagan
buildings. The earthquake of 1349 accelerated this process, antiquity to Christianity. This procession symbolizes the

leaving the structure in ruins. conversion of Rome and the enduring presence of faith.
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AROUND THE MUSEUM

The area surrounding the Colosseum is a vibrant mix of ancient history and modern life. Just steps away lies the Roman
Forum, the political heart of ancient Rome, where you can wander among the ruins of temples and basilicas that once
governed the empire. Adjacent to the Forum is the Palatine Hill, offering the best panoramic view of the Colosseum and the
Forum, as well as the legendary site where Romulus founded the city. For a more relaxed experience, explore the Monti
District, Rome’s oldest neighborhood, known for its charming streets, authentic trattorias, and boutique shops. Here, you
can enjoy a leisurely lunch away from the tourist crowds, sampling local specialties like suppli or carbonara. The Basilica of
St. John Lateran, the mother church of all Catholic churches, is also nearby, providing a striking contrast between pagan
antiquity and Christian heritage. This area offers a complete immersion in Rome’s layered history, making it an ideal starting
or ending point for your exploration.

Visiting the Colosseum is not merely a tour of ruins; it is a journey into the soul of Rome. Standing on the

arena floor, you touch the same ground where gladiators fought for their lives, feeling the weight of history
beneath your feet. This experience transcends time, connecting you to the ancestors who filled these seats,
their cheers and cries echoing through the ages. It is a reminder of the fragility of power and the enduring
legacy of human creativity. Leave with the understanding that you have witnessed one of the greatest
architectural marvels of the ancient world, a testament to the ingenuity and passion of a civilization that

shaped our modern world.
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